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l{lIltary Asslstant to SecDef-designate RADH triIIiam L. Read

Deptrty Directqr, European Region, OASD(lSA) Col Frederic.Ackcrson

Federal Repull lc of Gergan)t

Hlnlster of Defense Georg Leber e

FRG Ambassador to NATO Franz Krapf
Dlrector, Pol Itical lti I ltary Affalrs, l'OD' RADH Herbert Trebesch
Chlef , Plannl ng Staf f , HOD, Dr. llans Uleck
Persona I Ass I stant to l{oD, Dr. Stuet z I e 0ECLtSSlIlED I tut[
I nterprc't er, H f Freudenste i n

rlYear of Euro tt

Leber
E?"i-T

replled that lt ls necessary to discuss the US-Europe relatlonship,
t r.rould be wise if thls broad subJect were not left solely to the

Fol lowlng introductory remarks, Hr. Schleslng.er asked what reactlon
illnister Leber had to Dr. Klssingerrs address and the "Year of Europe.rt

Defcnse l,llnlsters, Hlnistqrs of Forelgn Affalrs, Economic Affalrs, and
Flnance also must share the burden. Leber statcd that thls uns not a
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tactlcal connent on hls part, as lt ls hls baslc convlctlon that thc
problcm ms br:oad ln nature. He held that' the existence of thc rpst ls
bcscd on the Alllancc; and, whlla thc menrbcrs of thlc farlly mry frc-
quantly havc dlffercnt lntcrasts, any resultlng confllcts should not bc
pcrrnltted to bcconc dlvlslve or to effect thc Alllancc but rdthcr should
bc rcsolvcd ln a frlcndly atnnsphcrc.

As for the ccononlc aspccts of Dr. Klsslngerrs address, Lcbcr sald thrt
hls personel vlew was that thls should be dlscussed dlrcctly betwccn
Flnancc l{tnister Sc}midt and Treasury Secretery Schultz. He noted that
cs llcfcnse l{lnlstcr he spcnds hls mney, and the Flnance lllnlstcr should
bc allomd to spsnd hls. tlr. Schleslnqcr rcplicd that Lcbcrts polnt was
.rclltakcn,andsaIdthat;;TTitffis,lnsoferasthcyrclaicto
Alllancc dcfcnsa, should not be tled to tradc, comorcial or monrtrry
arrlngcrunts. lt mrst bc rccognlzcd, hwvcr, that dcfcnsc docs hcvc
Itr monctcry aspccts, and to thet extGnt, they are lnevltably rclated.
llocycr, ho stated thet thls rclatlonshlp should not be carrlcd too far;
and Just becausc the US provldcr ccrtaln typcs of forccs, tt should not
uts thls to orplolt tradc and flntncial arrangcmcnts. As Defense
l{lnlstcrs, thc rclatlonshlps betrcen thcnr ilrst conccrn us, and r* must

kc our om vlers known to the Flnance Hlnlstcrs.
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Gcrmeny or thc Alllarce as a vdrolc. He hcld that cven though Germrn
forces totalled mre than all of lts European partners togcthcr, the FRG
can nelther solve the US'problem ltself, nor can the FRG approach thc
othcr Europeans to devclop a solutlon. l{r. Schlcstqsg.L repl led th.t onc
!3pGct must be undsrscored - there ls a EfEiiFSiliiiEi-whtth must bc
shared by all. Furthcrtpre, the FRG ls one of the ffl surplus nrtlons;
and tharcfore, to that extcnt alone, hls tcntatlvc Judgrment ls thet rorc
of the.mosragc wrt dlrectsd to the FRG than toothcrs. Leber replled

2 US-FRG Bl latcral Offset.

lllnl stcr Lcber agrccd that dcfcnrc cxpendlturGs had a dlrcct and lrurc-
6l5tc cionomlE cffcct, rnd Dcfcnse lllnlsters must deal wtth th . He
noted that thls rclatlonshlp ms bolng danonstratcd ln Germcny throrgh
thG, FRG-flnancad US barracks rchabllltatlon program ufilch had been
undcrway for thc past trc yoars. He notcd thlt nGxt rcek hc rlould bc
attcndlng a Jolnt corcnony wlth Gcneral llavlson to publlctze thc dlrcct
cooPcratlvc cffort beturcen our tm countrles. Lcbcr addcd that thls rilg
the type of program wc ought to bc dlscusslng under the forthconlng
offcet dlrcussions. Hc rcallzed that as thc US changed lts forcc atructure,
placlng lts rellance on a voluntary fofcc, thcrc wlll bc a rcsultant
lncreasc ln thc number of US famllles in the FRG. Thls wlll obvlously
crGatc Problems rrtrich must bc dlscussed bctupen our trro natlons prlor to
thc lnflux of thesc famllles. He felt that the Treasury and Forclgn
l{lnlsters should takc the flrst stcp ln solvlng thesc flnanclel problcms.

,. 1fi Dr. Kl.sslnserrs 23 Aprll Specchi Eurden Sharlnq.

lllnlster Leber notcd that ha had rcad Dr..Klssl ngerrs spcech four tlmes,
gcr hns addresslng onlyand the qucstlon aroge !s to r*rcthcr Dr. Klssln
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that Dr. Klsslngerrs ldaa of lnteractlon between economlc, Polltlcal and
ml I itary problems was worth addresslng; however, experts must examlne

thc actual money flgures thsnrsclvGs to lnsure thcy corrcspond. Aftcr
that he felt that ovcrall dlscusslons should bc left to the othcr
mlnlstrlcs. Even though US trooPs arc stationed ln Germany, thcy are
there for the defense of the Alliance as a wtrole, and thus the FRG ls not
thc only one responslble for the solutlon of problems rclatlng to tholr
matntcnance. Leber notcd that during the 6 June EuroGroup dlscusslons,
to wtrlch the FRG actlvely contributed, no one saldrrletrs not discuss
thc problcmrror'rthc FRG should 90 lt alone.tr The general consensus
wlriuir nvtrivcci wss rirar if wc are frien<is, wG must recognize the problems

of our other frlends who are not Present and dlscuss them together.

leber contlnued that as for as ths FRG uns concerned?.|]lt lorulgl
mnouygllJgg-rcr+-small. After o(presslng the hope thi[ tfFntrTefense
Uu]gefEa Ueen approved by the Bundestag on 6 June, he stated that
approxlnratcly 23. l% of the budget w€s

thls, hou€ver, were the FRG payments
curqnent from the US under offset and
By placing al I thcsc itenrs togGther,
def ense con t rJb-u.q.!.o-n ..h. .glt- t tle . o rde r
no 6[h-'e-r countrics..dOjl6r-that^much. Even so, the FRG ls stlll wllllng
to discuss thc ways and m-eans of alding the US in lts current problems.

Hr. Sch I rr eplled that we can certalnly dlscuss the ways and mcans,
s ppy to leavc the technlcal dlscusslons to the treasurytan t

mlnlsters. llowever, he wlshed to underscore one problern which involved
defense, economlc and political consideratlons. Besldes the allocatlon
of the burdens'of defense am)ng our partners' wc do have thc pecullar

rob I enr ts. Hourcver, thls uns not solely a
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solationist Pressures whlch are belng
cdJ=jerrjj

wlll be faced wlth these neo-l
expresscd by fatrly powerful Congresslonel voices. The US has moved from
crl"r of trout of Vietnamrr and trletts gGt on with more important thlngsrl
to the more lnward-looklng cry non of trlElts get out of llAT0.rr The
tcnd€ncy has been to sclzc thc balance-of-payments issue, tie lt ln wlth
economlc lssues and thereby create a powerful alliance, Until this

re passes, we are hopeful that we do not give crltics enough
on to bring.down the US conmitment in EuroPe. Leber replied
understooE the US problem, but at the same time he felt that the
c did not'reallze thet Europe ls belng defended by the whole

A I lance and not only by the US.
ot FSt eor9e any con

to mt t this was a true plcture of Anerlcan thlnking. Leber
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